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Governor’s Insights

Welcome everyone! Another K-Family is in the books
and the weekend went very well. Thank all who came
and participated — 2 Df 26 Lt. Governors, a nice turn-
out. We also had another fundraiser involving water.
John Goldstein challenged me to a race in the pool.
We were both swimmers in high school. So, | accept-
ed the challenge and we raced one lap. While John
won the race, the real winner are the kids. We were
able to raise enough money to send another child to
Kamp Kiwanis. This was the 4" child that goes along
with the 3 children that we sent this past summer
from money raised at Lt. Governors training in May.

Way to go Navigators! v s e
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learning experience meeting all the Key Club and Cir-

cle-K members. The Saturday night mixer was a tre- Continue on page 22

70 Years In Kiwanis - Mickey Hastava

In addition to the Island Park Kiwanis Club re- |5
cently celebrating 70th Anniversary, founding &
member Henry “Mickey” Hastava also cele-
brated his 70th anniversary in Kiwanis. In rec-
ognizing the Club’s milestone anniversary, it
also honored its long-standing member.

First being exposed to all that Kiwanis has to |
offer as a member of the Oceanside High
School Key, Hastava quickly assembled a core
and founded the Island Park club shortly after =
graduating. Through thick and thin, the Island
Park Kiwanis Club has provided support to the
children of Island Park and the overall community.
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For more coverage of the event and Island Park Kiwanis, go to: Island Park Kiwanis
Club celebrate 70 years, honor Mickey Hastava and Island Park Kiwanis Club celebrates
70 years.

Lindenhurst Kiwanis
Supports Literacy in
District School

The Kiwanis Club of Lindenhurst partici-
pated in the unveiling of the new book
vending machine at one of its district’s
elementary schools, The Harding Avenue
School. The club responded to a request
by Elicia Dahroug, the PTA president and
chairperson of the school’'s Book Fair
committee, to contribute money towards
the purchase of the machine. After two
years of fundraising from book fairs, fifth
grade teacher Carly Dirlam, contacted
Global Vending and the parents’ associa-
tion turned to the Kiwanis Club to ask for
support to complete the deal.

On March 13, it was unveiled with
members of the club present. The ma-

Continue on page 23
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The Empire State Kiwanian is the official publication of the New York District of Kiwanis International. It is published quarterly.
All articles and pictures should be emailed to esk@kiwanis-ny.org. All rights are reserved ©.

Disclaimer & Fair Use Statement

This newsletter may contain copyrighted material, the use of which may not have been specifically authorized by the copyright
owner. Some material is made available in an effort to explain issues relevant to the running of service-based, non-profit organi-
zations that conduct programs and events to improve the lives of people and children in our communities, and/or to illustrate,
transmit, share, and teach successful methods of accomplishing the goals and objects of Kiwanis International. Some material
contained in this the newsletter is distributed for educational and informational purposes and for the public good.

If anyone wishes to use copyrighted material in this newsletter for their own purposes, permission must be obtained from the
copyright owner. If anyone has copyrighted material that appears in this newsletter and disagree with our assessment that it

constitutes “fair use,” please contact us by email at esk@kiwanis-ny.org.
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Calendar Of Events New York District of Kiwanis

2024-25 Conventions

Feb. 14-16: NY District Mid Year Conference, Doubletree Hotel, Binghamton
June 25-28, 2025: Kl International Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Aug. 8-10, 2024: NY District Convention, Desmond Hotel, Albany

October 2024

1 Beginning of the new Kiwanis service year

3-7 Kiwanis International Board Meeting, Indianapolis, IN

9-13 Youth Protection Week November 2024
10 Deadline to finalize roster for the 2023-24 year

1 Kiwanis Children@ Fund 0 KCFE Scholarship applica-
) tions available online

16-20 Circle K Week 1-3  Kiwanis Family Weekend

28 Kiwanis One Day 4-8 Key Club Week

10 Due date for club reports for October 2024

Due date for club reports for September 2024

13-16 KCF Board meeting
28 Thanksgiving

30 Deadline for club dues to be submitted

December 2024
10 Due date for club reports for November 2024
31 New Year@ Eve—Year-end gifts to KCF post

marked by 12/31 January 2025
1 New Year@ Day
February 2025 10 Due date for club reports for December 2024

1 KCF scholarship application deadline 15-16  Kiwanis International Board meeting
10-14 K-Kids Week 21 110th Anniversary of Kiwanis International
10 Due date for club reports for January 2025
15 Deadline for file 990 IRS forms
24-28 Builders Club Week
25 Kiwanis Day of Giving
23-25 NY District Mid Year Conference, Desmond Hotel, Albany
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Calendar of Events

New York District of Kiwanis

March 2025

3-7 Aktion Club Week
10 Due date for club reports for February 2025
14-16 Circle K New York District Convention

28-30 Key Club New York District LTC, Desmond
Hotel, Albany, NY
23 Key Club International Birthday

May 2025

10 Due date for club reports for April 2025

15-18 2025-26 Lieutenant Governor Training,
Utica, NY

16 Kamp Kiwanis Work Weekend & Open
House, Taberg, NY

April 2025

10 Due date for club reports for March 2025

15 Target date to complete Club Elections for
2025-26 service year

23-26

27 Pediatric Lyme Disease Foundation@Q 25th
Anniversary Gala

Kiwanis International Board meeting

June 2025

1 Deadline for Club Election Reports to be
submitted in the Portal.

10 Due date for club reports for May 2025

25-28 Kiwanis International Board and KCF
Board meetings

July 2025 |
2-6 Key Club International Convention August 2025
10 Due date for club reports for June 2025
8-11 New York District Convention,
Syracuse, NY
10 Due date for club reports for July 2025
September 2025
10 Due date for club reports for August 2025
30 Deadline to make any changes to club roster for the start of
the 2025-26 service year.
30 Last day of the Kiwanis service year
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District Officers

New York District of Kiwanis
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Fou ndatlon NeWS New York District of Kiwanis

the UPDATE ON THE POS

Kiwanis POSSIBILITY
CHILDREN'S FUND | PROJECT

By Sandy Nagl e
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Kiwanis | POSSIBILITY :nd pefentiall

1 Promot e i mpaadst Foundt hbe
CHILDREN'S FUND | PROJECT serving as a representative

f Encourage Ki wani s cl ubs t
support children through Kiw

Your i nvol vement wi | | be in:
l'ives and creating brighter
wi de. Join us and be a Cha
more HéerePossibility Pr.oject
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Foundation News

New York District of Kiwanis

New York District Kiwanis Foundation Inc.

Kamp
Klwams®

Hello my fellow Kiwanians! The New York District
Foundation has been hard at work planning for the
summer 2025 Kamp season. ThEoundation Board
met on Thursday October 24' and the main
discussion was rates for Kamperships. After much
debate, the Board agreed on the following rates:

fIChild Kamper Rate: $900

IMilitary Kamper Rate: $900

fEarly Child Kamper: $825 Due January 15, 2025
fiCounselor In Training (CIT) Rate: $750
fIChild/CIT Bussing: $250

fAdult Kamper: $1,350

flAdult Bussing: $350

Please allow me to explain how the Board came to
these ratesThe Board
needed to approve
balanced budget.For
years the Board ha
been saying that th
cost of sending
Kamper is more than
what has been
charged to clubs. The Board has relied on additional
fundraising to make up the differenceln 2024, the
Foundation raised approximately $94,000 in general
contributions, fundraising, the Governor's and First
Family projects, in kind donations and
grants. Unfortunately, these funds are not
guaranteed.In addition, as costs have continued to

to be increased.

In 2024, there
child Kamperships.

were 450 registered
The Board believes that 488

that we can be metThis number in 2024 includes 72
military Kampers. The funds that we had raised

increase. These are the reasons that the fees needed

Kamperships is a reasonable goal for 2025 and one

A4

By Tom Po

Foundati on

under Governor Hank's Project have been fully
used. Therefore, in order to raise additional monies,
Immediate Past Governor Lucien has agreed to serv
He will

as the chairperson for militaryKampers.
work to raise funds s{
we can continue tg

As always, | Ioo
forward to working
with every club andf
Kiwanis member. If
anyone has any questions or suggestions, please
not hesitate to contact me at
boardpresident@kampkiwanis.org.

WHERE KIWANIS BUILDS
TOMORROW'S MEMORIES

res

OciNovDec Hf yhr Empire

State Kiwanian Page



Fou ndatlon News New York District of Kiwanis

KIWANIS PEDIATRIC TRAUMA

CENTER FOUNDATION
(LONG ISLAND)

DPG Joe Cpjr ac

Presi dent
KPTC Foundpgljti o

Well l et me start by saying al |
support we again had a su an
Close to 300 Kiwanians and f _ {d ¢
hel ping children in our communi=%s

want t o t hank our KPTC Boar d Me anoc

Members that worked so hard to make it hlapp

We also took the opportunity of {fhe
Ladies and Gent s.

al so give you an wupdate of w h

fundra|sers during the year that re

us. We wi || continue partnering wit Ki

night at the races, comedy night, bijngo

ur goal wi | | al so be, throughout the yeafg, t

Pediatric Tr aun®m ai:mmtsren)atﬁsBer)mﬂepniCthallsj,remlr(])th

accident prevention programs and their trauma ¢

We will ask again for clubs to make donhti

your Kiwanis Club deci deérlsh ainskévayfofto rad akbR TeC ¢

Annual Campaign banner patc

: . KIWANIS PEDIATRIC ||

gal n, | et us keep I N m TRAUMA CENTER I S

young adults, in our ¢ FOUNDATION y O

support is hel pi

Pwotos from this wonderful ey

] KPTC Kiwanis 28th Annual B&W Ball Sept 202024
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Foundation News

KIWANIS PEDIATRIC
TRAUMA CENTER
(ALBANY)

New York District of Kiwanis

Susan Vail

District Chair, KPTC (Albany)

he Kiwanis Pedi atArlibanlyr enhtama b@emt esrer vi ng t
NY area for odMeerar®0 iyedrhse. mi ddl e
of our newest partnershi ‘ = e c
Hospital and Al baSnayf eMeKd idg W
Regi on Croeadartdiomg pr ev e n | STy
trauma. Safe Kidiss Caait ao [iil = =SSE
sive network of more tha ] n
States, with partners in n
who work to prevent unin t h
cause of death and di s an c o1 e
teenSi.nce 1988, Safe Kids Worl dwide has hel
hood death rate from unintentional I nj

MG/ Saf epKiodsde injury prevention

The KRAICbany now providegprekhkentuodigugle

throughout the expafmdiievd uhrdauma eRe& @ii sre
through the Bells of Life campaign dur
fundraisers in Iindilvi dnoaleycommgnivieine & .

he

L al

Ury

i n
community health fairs, street flair
SAFE there are bike helmet fittings in plart
° safety AME@MnSIasfe KidsMManmppdr Waltkhddo |Sch
KODS with a | ocal school to promote pedgstr

o . . .
CAPITAL REGION Teddy Bear Hospital day, promotingl in
dr efibt op Thet rBalieneidng events are al sp coc
and with Scouting organizations to |get

it will do the most good.

se b

themuch needed transportation to the #Hhume

d a

ng
rec
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Foundation News

New York District of Kiwanis

Kiwanis Pediatric Lyme
Disease Foundation

The Kiwanis Pediatric
Lyme Disease Foundation
is excited to announce its

upcoming 25th
Anniversary Jubilee Gala
scheduled for Sunday,
April 27, 2025, at
12:30pm, at the Crest
Hollow Country Club!

The Foundation will be
honoring Distinguished
Past Governor John
Gridley and former First
Lady Rose Marie Gridley.

Of course - all proceeds
from this even will go to
the Pediatric Lyme
Disease Foundation to
assist children suffering
from Lyme disease.

Looking forward to
everyone joining us!

OciNovDec A yhr

Pediatric Lyme Disease Foundation
25th Anniversary Jubilee Gala

honoring
Distinguished Past Governor John Gridley
& Former First Lady Rose Marie

Sunday, April 27, 2025 - 12:30 pm
atthe Crest Hollow Country Club

8325 Jericho Turnpike, Woodbury, NY 11797
For information contact
Jeanne Egan-Canning at 516 353-8325 - Email: post2004@att.net
Joseph Aiello at 516 828-6304 - Email: joa9014@nyp.org
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District/Committee updates

New York District of Kiwanis

A KIWANIS HISTORY QuUIz|P! P Thomas

District Historian

In an effort help newer Kiwanis members learn about the history of the organization
since its founding in 1915, last month | gave a “test” of ten questions to give to every
“new” member joining your club in the past three years.

Here are the answers:

1. What city was Kiwanis founded? Detroit, Michigan on January 21, 1915.
2. When was Key Club founded and in what city? In 1925 at Sacramento High School in California.
3. Where was the first club outside North America founded? In Europe in Vienna, Austria in 1963.

4. When did Circle K open its membership to women? In 1973 (see photo). Circle K
at Fordham University, founded in 1970, was among the first in the New York
District to admit women - 14 years before Kiwanis made the change in 1987.

5. Who was the first woman to be Kiwanis Int’l President? Sue Petrisin, from
Lansing Michigan in 2015.

6. What city was Kl headquarters first established? Chicago, lllinois in 1918.
7. When did Builders Club become an official Kiwanis SLP? In 1975.

8. When were the current Six Objects of Kiwanis adopted? 100 years ago in 1924; unchanged, they
have withstood the test of time.

9. Where was the first Kiwanis Club founded 2 dz{i &h& B5&? Kiwanis Club of Hamilton Ontario
chartered in Canada in 1916.
10. Who are Walter Zeller and George Hixson?
1 Walter Zeller launched the Kiwanis International Foundation in 1940 by donating 25
Canadian Silver dollars.
1 George F. Hixson was Kiwanis International’s first president in 1916. He was a member of
the Kiwanis Club of Rochester, the fourth Kiwanis Club in the world.

Please share with all members of your club!

OciNovDec Hf yhr Empire State Kiwanian Paglkeh



District/Committee updates

New York District of Kiwanis

T he

Presents: the(;l erald P Christiano Award

New Yor k

I he NYD Past Governor’s Council takes nominations for the
Gerald P. Christiano Award to recognize a District

Kiwanian who is a leader at the club, division or district level
but “not usually in the limelight.”

T he 2023-24 Christiano Award winner was presented to
DPLG John &ackd Hanrahan from the Lewiston Kiwanis

Club in the Niagara North Division at last summer’s
District Convention.

\Jack has been a dedicated, inspirational Kiwanian for over 38
years, right out of high school. At his first meeting, the

Lewiston Club needed a secretary. Jack volunteered and has continued in that role ever since. He
has attended many International, District, and Midwinter conventions; was inspirational in
organizing the club’s Kiwanis American Canadian Kiwanis Day; chaired the World-renowned
Lewiston Kiwanis Peach Festival raffle booth for the past 20 years; chairing many children's
programs especially at Christmas, including the Chairman of the Kiwanis Christmas poinsettia
program to over 60 seniors.

\]ack holds the Kiwanian of the Year Award, New York District Kaiser Award, and is a lifetime
Kiwanis member. Jack is also involved with the Niagara University Circle K.

After earning the recognition and title as Distinguished President, Jack became Niagara
Frontier North Distinguished Lieutenant Governor. He was active in opening new clubs and
building membership throughout the District.

K iwanis is his passion. Helping to fundraise for his community, Jack sets goals with great
expectations and accomplishments.

\]ack and his wife, Beverly, have been married for over 58 years, and have two children.

Congratulations to DPLG Jack and thank DPG Candace
you for all of his contributions tol Nomi nat ed DPLG J

Kiwanis, the New York District, thelf or t he Geral d P
Niagara Frontier North Division, and the

Lewiston community.
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District/Committee updates

New York District of Kiwanis

W ith an eye towards the new
“Build, Nurture, Retain” Here’s a sum-
mary of what we learned in the first year
of the NY DEI Committee’s work.

he Importance of DEI in Kiwanis
Clubs: Enhancing Member Attrac-

tion and Retention
/ n today’s interconnected world, NY
Kiwanis must evolve to stay rele-
vant. By applying a Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI) lens to their culture and
policies, Kiwanis clubs can uncover barri-
ers that hinder member attraction and
retention. This introspection is essential
for fostering a welcoming environment
and ensuring long-term sustainability.

iversity, Equity, and Inclusion are

fundamental principles that en-
sure all individuals feel valued. Diversity
encompasses various differences, includ-
ing race, gender, age, religion, and more.
Equity aims to create fair opportunities,
while inclusion fosters a sense of belong-

ing for all members.
B y evaluating their culture and
policies, Kiwanis clubs can identi-
fy practices that unintentionally alienate
potential members. A homogenous
membership may deter individuals from
diverse backgrounds. Additionally, poli-
cies that lack inclusivity—such as inac-
cessible meeting times or non-inclusive
language—can limit participation and
alienate prospective members.

dopting a DEl-focused strategy

creates a welcoming atmosphere
that attracts a wider range of members.
This diversity enriches the club’s per-
spectives and enhances its community

Embracing Diversity, Equity, an

Kiwanis International initiative

66 24

Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion

Inclusion in NY Kiwanis

A

o))

o —

OciNovDec Hf yhr

impact. Moreo- B y Mi | es
ver, a commit-
ment to equity District Ch
leads to higher Diversity,
member satis- I ncl usi on
faction and re-
tention, as indi- ship data gives you information on
viduals feel val- W how you’re performing on DEI
ued and sup- ! across a range of factors. Mean-
ported. Inclusive while, qualitative data from your
practices, such as gender-neutral lan- members will add the ‘why’ behind some
guage and celebrating cultural diversity, of your outcomes to give you concrete
strengthen member engagement. examples of what you’re doing well, and
o ) what you need to work on.
t the District convention many
times | was asked how to get E xamining Kiwanis clubs through a
started, how to start the conversations DEl lens is crucial for overcoming
around these sometimes difficult topics  barriers to member attraction and reten-
or issues? tion. By fostering a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive environment, Kiwanis clubs
he easiest way to do this is to con- .
; can enhance their appeal and ensure
duct a DEI Assessment. At a pri- . .
o ' long-term success. Embracing DEl is not
mary level, your DEl examination will . . L .
- o ] just a moral imperative; it is a strategic
reveal the gaps and disparities experi- . . e
- necessity for making a positive impact.
enced by different members across key
aspects of your culture, practices, poli-
cies, and outcomes. Gathering member-
Empire State Kiwanian Paglkr
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District/Committee updates

New York District of Kiwanis

The purpose of the Charter I I NV |
gram is to incent a bk i
the NY District t hat/ByDPGJosephC. r| Ch
ter strength (15 me Eppolito tihei
member ship to Chart . . } omd
during 2hea@®@i2@i strgd LPistrict Ch
al so designed to en| Charter I, 'h'a't’ By v B
member shi ps bet ween=ro—=aTTU g—T o reach
me mber shi ps of 20, IELsamadl{e)rltBOpoasrsd bb&- f
yond, respectively! ceive mul tiple certi|fic
member ship success tRrot
Clubs wi || be recognized with an appropr|i at
certificate on a mohkitmdlyl ybasfiosr. twhhesm®e ¢ heb:
member ship reaches 1thbai 0t hose 25 .esPpleetac efet ir
icates will be issued to the Club President and through September 30, 2 (
the Division Lt Govelrdbd/r ey wielcleiwecalvz;@p
of the certificate tran pzmie c ( & )nh ey eClompf eetr
in 2026.
9 For those clubs that reach 15 mem-
ber s, they wil/l rregceisvel mmocChantetolnpte
Certificate. under 15 member s, a [Clu
guested to be assignjed
T Fo those <c¢cl ubs trheadl irsetaicch [R2l0a nme mer Jr o
ber s, they will rMeecnebi evres ha pCRapot drndtiqr
Certificate. 860457 or tcesiro3@gmail
7 Fo those clubs thlaae Qheaarcther25 , md -, [
ber s, they will rmicreii syteerae dChbayr t RDG | J e I
Certificate. Charter |, 1 I I I I Pr
ernor Gor don &SoHmeaihlo:)] mp e
T Fo those cl ubs tastadgr @aeocalc.hc o334 8Bl hT el |] | s
ber s, they will receive a Charter | V
Certificate.
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District/Committee updates

New York District of Kiwanis

$ome Words from Our First Lady

”ello everyone!! Already a month gone and
the K family is over. We had a great time at
the Villa Roma; learned a lot, got to chat with fellow
LTGs and witnessed a swimming race that raised

enough money to send a camper to Kamp Kiwa-
nis!! And the fun has just begun!

’his is to remind you that we will be dancing
the night away at our Sock Hop at the Mid-

Winter Conference February

&7 e
W] 14-16 in Binghamton. There
<7 "=/ (Se% |will be contests and prizes, so

dust off your saddle shoes and
leather jackets and be ready
for some
fun. Admission is a backpack filled
with school supplies to be given to
the Kamp or a monetary donation
for the Kamp.

A \)

please pass this information along to every-
one in your Division. We would love to see

/| attendance soar. And of
course, this paves the
way to lcon in Pittsburgh
this June where we will
hear “The Fonz” Henry
« '] Winkler speak. So much
to look forward to!

Di st

First Lady’s Project:
Autism Acceptance

In order to receive a First Lady’s
patch at Mid-Winter* 2 6
Conference...You must:

1. Sponsor at least one program by
a knowledgeable person in the field
of Autism

And...Either:
2a. Financially Support a Participant
in an Autism Walk/Run
Or
2b. Make a Donation to a Local
Autism-Related Organization
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District/Committee updates

New York District of Kiwanis

| am pleased that Governor Gordon has asked me to
return to the role of NY Kiwanis District Membership
Chairman and | am excited to get started. As we start
our New Kiwanis year let me first take a few minutes to
congratulate PG Lucien Giancursio and past NY District
Membership Chair Mark Pohl on their four new clubs
for the year 2023-2024. We welcome all the new mem-
bers and hope to hear about the amazing things that
these clubs have installed for this year.

Kiwanis International is rolling out a new membership
initiative called Build Nurture and Retain. Their goal is
to build 425 new clubs worldwide. Nurture - improve
our visibility and recruit 30,000 new members. We will
ask all Lieutenant Governors, existing clubs and existing
members to help nurture the new clubs and the new
members. Retain as per Kiwanis International their av-
erage retention level is about 85%, which is not bad;
however it can be improved. Kiwanis International is
asking all their Governor and District Membership
Chairmans to help accomplish these goals. However it
does not stop there. Governor Gordon and | have
asked all NY Divisions to appoint a Divisional member-
ship chairperson to assist the local Lieutenant Gover-
nor. | have established a District-wide membership
team of about a dozen people and we are revamping
our NY District Club Coaches list. There will be training
and a redesign to match this initiative. The current In-
ternational President Lee has taken this even further in
asking all clubs to appoint a membership chairman and
asked each club to submit a membership plan.

aiming for his
stretch goals of 10 New
clubs for our district.
The NY District mem-
bership team and | will
work together with all
the Lieutenant Governors, Divisional Membership
chairs and the club chairs to help achieve their mem-
bership goals. We will nurture all the smaller clubs in
our District to help them grow to charter strength.

D™

Therefore, | ask all Club Presidents and Club member-
ship chairpersons to reach out talk to your Lieutenant
Governor. Get to know who your divisional member-
ship person is. Talk to your club members and bring
guests to your meetings or your events to help get
them excited about Kiwanis and our mission then ask
them to join. Then decide your needs: Does your Club
need a Coach? Do you want to do a Club Boost or
Membership Drive? Then make an action plan.

| look forward to helping and watching our NY District
grow in membership and clubs. Remember more mem-
bers means more service to help our communities. Kids
need Kiwanis and Kiwanis need members to fulfill this
goal.

| am here to help you and your club, please feel free to
reach out. Email — tcesiro3@gmail.com.

Governor Gordon | g y SDPLG Thoma j
andll(;avecil\lls; District Chair
cussed our Membership & C|
Goals, and we are
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District/Committee updates

New York District of Kiwanis

The Past L1 eut ant
New York District of Kiwanis Int lona

Every year we welcome a new group of individuals to

our ever-growing class of Past Lieutenant Governors in
the New York District. Our group started in the 1999-
2000 Administrative year after a discussion at that

year’s Mid-Winter Conference. The purpose was to
create an advisory body to aid the NY District, while

itself engaging in one or more service projects each
administrative year to benefit the children of the NY

District of Kiwanis who need some form of assistance. Officers elected or re-elected at Mid-Winter take

The Council was envisioned as a ‘farm team’ for the office the 1st of October following their election. Ogh-
then sitting and subsequent Board of Directors of the er committees may be appointed for specific purpo
District and the Governors in office each year. es, which committees will meet in person for the pu

oses impaneled, present their findings, and then be
The membership of the Past Lieutenant Governor . . . <

Council is open to all Past Lt. Governors in good stand- discharged.

ing, who served a division of the NY District as Lt. Gov- The Council is supported financially by voluntary an-
ernor. The Council meets twice per year, once at the nual dues of ten dollars (510) paid by any past Lt.
Mid-Winter Conference and again at the NY District Governor in good standing who wishes to be a mem-
Convention. Other meetings may be called by the ber of the Council.

Council President as necessary. Officers are elected Projects of the Council for potential undertaking, ei-

annually at the Mid-Winter Conference when the ther @ Afihancial donation or provision of volunteer

ouncil holds its annual meeting, consisting of a Presi- labor, may be proposed by any Kiwanian, Kiwanis
nt, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. Club, or officer of the NY District in good standing.
Projects will be discussed at the Mid-Winter meeting
and one or more projects may be adopted subject to
fiscal ability to underwrite multiple projects simulta-
neously. A vote of the Council will determine the pro-

ject(s) to be undertaken.

To date, the Council has underwritten, among other
projects, disaster relief appropriations and stipends
to further the efforts of other NY District entities,
such as donations to the Pediatric Lyme Disease
Foundation and the NY District Foundation.

Past Lt. Governors of the NY District are requested to
provide their current e-mail addresses to Council Sec-
retary DPLG Noreen Barrett at her e-mail address of:
LGNBARRETT3@nycap.rr.com.
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New York District of Kiwanis

is the Better Picture t

In the age where the use of soci al me difmedlilse rEimpamit s :
publicize our service projects, the use of proper pict
line up in front of a nice settingdoensdisredik evaai grouptpi
explain the purpose of the organization or your <cl ub.
the community. | f-pdaneegrapdr hycehy wet hged action sh

words about your Kiwanis Club.

A couple of words about group Ki

am the first to |line up for such

a part of share with your f el ow

The action shot, on the other h a

I't should tell the story about vy

si mple concept when | ooking at

ences are obvious.
The picture on the | eft show:# S p
for a picture that appears t la l
event . The picture on the |
costume, playing a game at a K i
banner proudly displayed in her
any doubt which is the better pict
ter describes the Kiwanis mi o s
there is not stildl room for ft
the picture on the right i s ve h
and more prominently displayed

[ = |

That is the <challenge for U ut t
Yor k D-ls&trmake sure we are K(lwanlltses
and di splaying them. After all, tthegse ' @riel/thielnlpilctur
sel l your Ki wanis brand and attract your prospective
ber s!
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Welcome to the new service year. To kick off the
new year, Kiwanis International and K Kids Clubs
around the world will be participating in a global
service project focusing on creating a health and
wellness campaign in your school or community.
The goal is to encourage, educate, provide re-
sources and spread awareness to help people
achieve better physical, mental, emotional or so-
cial well-being. Examples of campaigns include:

Holding a fundraiser for a children’s hospital

Holding a healthy snacks donation drive to a
local food pantry

Holding a nutrition fair

Organizing a get fit challenge

Holding a mental health awareness campaign
with a school assembly speaker and informa-
tional posters and brochures

Any other ideas that fit the theme of the pro-
ject are welcome as well.

Feel free to have your students choose any of the
options for this years’ service campaign. Once the
project is completed, feel free to share it with us
so we can feature the projects in a future article

Details of the project and the video of the Global
Service Kickoff that can be shown to your students
are available on the K Kids Club website at https://
www.kiwaniskids.org/globalkickoff/.

Tools are available from Kiwanis International for
Faculty Advisors, Kiwanis Advisors and members at
https://www.kiwaniskids.org/advisors/. At his site
you will find K Kids member guides, service guide
and advisor guides. These guides and materials
contain new ideas for service and recruiting new

Kiwanis

K-Ki¢ls

Others

Young Leaders Helpin

h yhr Empire

ur ®q

members. You will find video training materials
there for both new advisors and the experienced
advisors. You can also register for seminars for
club growth at the site. Faculty Advisors can also
plan out their year with a checklist included in the
advisors’ guide. Advisors are strongly encouraged
to review the achievement award criteria at
https://www.kiwaniskids.org/news/plan-the-year-
with-these-tools/. By reviewing the criteria at the
start of the year will make it easier to apply for
awards in May.

Please be sure that your sponsoring Kiwanis Club
Secretaries have taken the required steps for re-
newing their club’s membership by entering a
member count, mailing address and phone num-
ber in their Secretary Dashboard, and paying their
invoice. K Kids Clubs will not be mailed their mate-
rials until these steps are completed.

October brings us Youth Protection Week. As per
Kiwanis International policy, please be sure that
your advisors take their Praesidium training, and
your clubs review the Kiwanis Youth Protection
policy. Information is available at
www.kiwanis.org/youth-protection/youth-
protection-training/

If your club does not sponsor Kiwanis K Kids Club,
now is a great time. Please consider looking into
adding a K Kids Club in either a school, library, or
community center. A promotional video is availa-
ble at www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6_eNGRQVArQ.

For more information feel free to contact me at
knkamper@gmail.com or find more information at
www.kiwaniskids.org/.

State Kiwanian
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Club news

New York District of Kiwanis

Governor Gordy’s Insight

(Continued from page 1)

mendous success. Thank you to Lt. Gov. Michaelene Abbott-Cooper for putting it together. This was the most
fun I've had in a while at K-Family with all the participants in the game room. Everyone among all parts of the
Kiwanis family were getting along well.

This year’s Mid-Winter conference, scheduled from February 14-16 in Binghamton, NY, will include another fund-
raiser for Kamp Kiwanis —in the form of an Ice Bucket challenge. Ten people, including all three (3) Governors,
Immediate Past Governor, Lt. Gov. Board President Mark Pohl, NY District Foundation President Tom Poccio and
a few of his officers will be participating. There are 2 parts to raising money: (1) straight donations, the more
money raised the more ice in the buckets; and (2) the ability to purchase raffle tickets at Mid-Winter to be one of
the ten (10) lucky winners to dump a bucket on a participant. Stay tuned to your emails for the announcement to
the start of this adventure.

Please be on the lookout for information on the Governor’s and First Lady’s projects. The Governor's project in-
volves Service Leadership Programs and Special Olympics. First Lady’s project involves Autism Awareness.

Lastly, the NY District Kiwanis Charter |, II, Ill, IV Program is still active for 2024-25. The purpose of this program is
to incentive and reward those clubs in the NY District that are currently under Charter strength (15) to increase
their membership to Charter strength and beyond during the 2024-25 administrative year. It is also designed to
encourage clubs that have memberships between 15 and 29 to reach memberships of 20, 25 and/or 30 and be-
yond, respectively. The Charter |, Il, Ill, IV Program will be administered by DPG Joe Eppolito, Chair of Charter I,
1L, IV program. Joe’s Email is pepster@aol.com and his cell is: 315-436-2157. {

Kiwanis Children’s Fund Grants Given to Glen Cove Kiwanis
and North Shore Kiwanis Clubs

The Kiwanis Children’s Fund recently gave grants to the Glen Clove
Kiwanis Club and the North Shore Kiwanis Club.

Glen Cove Kiwanis received a grant of $660 to go towards their Little
Free Library program. The books collected and purchased by the club
were given away of the City of Glen Cove’s Family Fall Festival at
Simpson Park.

North Shore Kiwanis received a grant for $2,500 for their Klothes for -

Kids event. This grant enabled the club to take twenty-two (22) kids to J.C. Penny’s for a shopping spree of
$200 per child, and also a pizza lunch.

In doing so, both clubs took advantage of various grant opportunities offered by the Children’s Fund to allow
them to provide service projects for children in need in their communities. }
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New Hartford-Westmoreland Kiwanis Club
Chicken Barbeque/Feed the Vets

On Saturday, October 5, 2024, a wave of camaraderie and purpose
swept through the New Hartford-Westmoreland Club as Governor
Elect Carla Ingram proudly took part in the heartfelt Chicken
Barbeque and Feed the Vets program held in New Hartford at the
Sangertown Mall. It was a day infused with passion and dedication,
as numerous members and fellow Central Division Kiwanians came
together, their spirits united in support of this noble cause. Em-
bracing the spirit of service with an infectious zeal, Governor Elect
Carla willingly donned the mantle of "Chicken" for the day, im-
mersing herself in the joyous hustle and bustle of the event. The
Feed the Vets Truck, a powerful symbol of our commitment to | Pictured from left to right: Kiwanian Jan

those who have served, stood ready to make a difference, remind- [ Bongiorno-Halpin, the Chicken, Danielle and
ing us all of the profound impact of our collective efforts. Togeth-
er, we feasted, we
laughed, and most im-
portantly, we honored the heroes among us.

Charlotte (David’s daughter and grand-
daughter), Duane Niemi, and David Halpin.

H The Feed the Vets truck supplies food and other needs for the vets
in many communities in the Central Division.

Lindenhurst Kiwanis
Supports Literacy

0/ 2yaydzSR FNRBY LJ 3IS wm

chine is an incentive for students to use a to- E=£E
ken they have been awarded as part of the
school’s Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports Program. The students earn tokens
as a reward for good behavior, called Bulldog
Bucks, named after the district’s bulldog mas-

cot. The tokens can then be used to obtain a | pictured from left to right: Kiwanians Tom Kropp, Paula Vidal, JoAnn
free book from the vending machine. The ma- Boettccher, Principal of Harding Avenue school Brian Chamberlin, Teach-

chine is in the school cafeteria. The fun of re-|er Carly Dirlam, PTA President Elicia Dahrough, and Kiwanian Garry Biggs.
ceiving a book from a vending machine also

promotes literacy and helps students to build their home libraries. Additionally, the PTA sponsors Parents as Read—
ing Partners, to encourage family literacy activities and aims to strengthen the home-school connection.
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Monticello and Woodridge Kiwanis Clubs Honors Veterans

The Kiwanis Clubs of Monticello and Woodridge joined together to bring some happiness to veterans serviced by
the Sullivan County Veterans Department and Action Toward Independence (ATI).

They presented little gifts and Happy Veterans Day cards to Veterans Director Stephen Walsh and ATI Executive
Director Deborah Worden. The cards were made by the Kiwanis members as well as hand-made ones compli-

ments of the Kiwanis service leadership clubs consisting of the high school Key Clubs and Aktion Club of Sullivan
County. Amanda Curless' Liberty Middle School class also designed

beautiful cards for this project.

The cards and gifts, consisting of personal toiletry items, body lotion,
razors, socks, Find the Word, Sudoku and Crossword Puzzles, playing
cards and an assortment of candy, will be distributed to local veterans,
including homeless individuals and patients at the local nursing homes
and hospitals as well as Castle Point and Albany Veterans Hospital.

Directors Walsh and Worden stated that both agencies work together to| From left: Veterans Dept. Agency staff Jo-
serve the local veterans and they thanked the Kiwanis Clubs stating that | SePh Putnam, Sheldon Dillon and Director
Stephen Walsh, Woodridge Kiwanian Sue
Kasofsky, Montcello Kiwanian Sheila
idea that someone took the time to remember and thank them for their | Lashinsky, ATI Director Deborah Worden

service and sacrifice to our country. Many of these veterans face multi- | and ATl staff/veterans Vincent lannacone
and Matt Kleman.

the individuals will love not only the gifts and cards, but especially the

ple challenges and the time spent to convey a thoughtful message goes

a long way in helping them through a difficult time.

Community Care NYC Kiwanis Club
Celebration of Moon Festival

The Community Care NYC Kiwanis Club recently
held its Celebration of Moon Festival.  This
event was also supported by the New York Po-

lice Department, the Chinatown Kiwanis Club.
Twenty-seven members from the Community
Care NYC Kiwanis Club were recognized for com-
pleting fifty (50) hours of community service.

Supported by NYPD and Chinatown club, mem-
bers of Community Care NYC celebrated the
Moon Festival on September 10, 2024. 27 mem-
bers were recognized for completion of 50 hours

of Community service.
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Adirondack Kids Day

Pediatric Trauma

Adirondack Kids and Central
Adirondack Kiwanis sponsored
the 17th Annual Adirondack
Kids Day in Inlet. New this year
was the first annual Loon Call
Contest.

The event is inspired by the
best-selling children's book se-
ries, "The Adirondack Kids" by
Gary and Justin VanRiper. The
event is dedicated to children
and provided many free activi-

Kit Presented to
Amusement Park

The Kiwanis Club of Brighton
Beach & Coney Island recently
presented a

Pediatric

Kiwanis
Trauma Kit to
the Wonder
Wheel
Amusement

ties.

The Adirondack Kids authors

Park in C
provided a book display and sl ety

Island.

book signing at the Inlet Library

White Plains Hike
for Mental Health

Old Forge Bench Project

The White Plains Kiwanis club re-
cently held a Hike for Mental
Health Awareness at Cranberry
in North White
Plains. Five hearty hikers showed

Lake Preserve

up. While the club fell a bit short of
its $1,000 goal, $643, the hikers

had a great time.

Each year Kiwanis Club of the Cen- Community Service on two days.

One Day when the Main St. Bench-
es are put out in spring and One

tral Adirondacks provides a dozen
benches for weary travelers along

Main St. in Old Forge. Day when they are taken in for

Due to the nature of the local tour- ~ winter storage.
ist season the Kiwanis Club of the For over 23 years, these benches
Central
-1 Adiron-
dacks

cele-

have provided an opportunity for
travelers, tourists and locals to sit,
rest, and watch the world go by.
Benches are placed along Main St.

brates in time for Memorial Day weekend

] its Kiwa- i the spring and placed in storage
nis One shortly following Columbus Day in
Day of  the autumn.

After a successful year of fundraising, the
Kiwanis Club of Amityville was able to make a
$500 donation to the Good Samaritan Hospital
Pediatric Trauma Center.
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